Spotlight on Our Partners: Cisco Systems
Cisco Systems has been an enthusiastic supporter of TakingitGlobal since 2008, with the generous donation of telecommunications equipment to our organization. Last October, TIG partnered with Cisco to promote the One Million Acts of Green project, which encourages the public to do make small changes towards environmental sustainability. TakingITGlobal has the chance to speak with Andrea Dil, Cisco’s Corporate Marketing Director, to find out more about their involvement in the youth movement.
Cisco’s One Million Acts of Green allows participants to register their environmentally friendly actions in order to collectively reach the goal of one million. Participants are part of a fun, interactive online community, featuring support by celebrities such as talk show host George Stroumboulopoulos. This type of online grassroots action is exactly what TakingITGlobal promotes, so a partnership with Cisco was a perfect fit- especially given the youth-focussed demographic of the project. As Ms. Dil puts it, youth “are the generation that is going to take a lead and make change”. 
So what inspired Cisco to launch an environmentally conscious campaign?  “We didn’t see anything like this on the market”, says Ms. Dil. So Cisco jumped at the chance to be trailblazer of web-based environmentalism. The project demonstrates how corporations can take a lead in activism and awareness of global issues, something which resonates with young people who see corporate responsibility as the key to preventing climate change.
The initial goal of the project was to reach One Million Acts of Green in Canada within eight months- but with widespread promotion, including being featured on the TIG website,  that goal was surpassed in only three months. Naturally, Cisco knew that the next step would be to expand globally. They proceeded to launch an international version of the campaign, which has, to date, recorded almost 2 million Acts of Green, which translates to over 487 million pounds of greenhouse gases saved from entering the atmosphere.
The Million Acts of Green Project truly represents a change in how we perceive global activism – where individuals and corporations are united for a better world, one act at a time. And as TakingITGlobal helps to connect Cisco to its young demographic, there is no limit to the impact that we can make. As Ms. Dil aptly puts it, “We are on our way to a whole new mindset”. 
Some Acts of Green you can do at home:

· Eliminate pesticide and herbicide use

· Install a ceiling fan

· Air dry clothes
· Start a composting program at home, school or work
